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Field Notes: Bluebirds, Butterflies
C o u n te r - a t ta c k in g ,  winter 

brought an abrupt halt to our 
promising spring migration; 
nevertheless during the few 
favorable days in April’s first 
week an excellent flight of the 
buteo hawks took place; the 
vanguard of Canada geese, mal
lard, pintail and goldeneye 
ducks, robins, bluebirds, mead- 
owlarks, killdeers, flickers and 
juncos were reported from 
m any points. Meanwhile the 
m ain body of m igrants is held 
up to the south of us awaiting a 
break in the weather (as at 
date of writing — April 11),

Winter Spoiled It
In a note from Ken Gardner 

who commutes between Winni
peg and Stonewall, he reports 
on the heavy hawk flight over 
Winnipeg on April 4, counting 89 
passing over the Polo Park at 
noon. By contrast is his total of 
only one hawk on April 8 at 
Stonewall. This was the date of 
the intended hawk flight survey 
by local ornithologists, but as 
we all know, winter spoiled the 
show !

Ken’s report c o n t i n u e s :  
“ Other birds scarce on the 
whole only a few slate-colored 
juncos and meadowlarks scat
tered  around. The horned lark 
m igration appears to have pass
ed its peak. F a ir numbers of 
crows about but lots to come 
yet, some around here in big 
flocks waiting for better weather 
to head north.

More Plentiful
“ Irvine G ardner reports them 

as much more plentiful (mainly 
in pairs) between Swan River 
and Neepawa, than in the Stone 
wall district. Large numbers of 
starlings passing north since 
about April 1. Flock of about 
150 on April 8. A few large 
flocks of snow buntings were 
seen on April 5.”

We are particularly gratified 
to get the report on the sterling 
migration as the status of this 
species has become a subject 
of closer study by local bird
watchers in view of its marked 
migratory movements in Saskat
chewan.

She Was Prompted 
A most interesting letter was 

received this week from Mrs. 
H. E. Howland, Winnipeg. The 
letter was prompted by our col
umn of \p ril 2 on the bluebirds. 
The following is quoted direct 
from Mrs. Howland’s account: 
"Your ‘Wild Wings’ . . . has 

| prompted me to get busy and 
write a letter I have been going 
to write for 16 years.

“The month and approximate 
| date are fixed in my mind as 
j my husband had just returned 
j from service overseas and I 
was showing him around Stone
wall, to where I had moved 
after he had gone abroad.

“ It was about the middle of 
j October, 1945, and on the after
noon in question Stonewall had 
an invasion of small blue-grey 
butterflies. The air seemed full 

I of them.
Several Hundred 

“ We had walked a short dis
tance south-east of the town 
and there, in small poplars at 
the corner of a field, we saw a 
great many migrating eastern 
bluebirds. There m ust have 
been several hundreds.

“ A flock of perhaps 40 or so 
would swoop from the trees into 
a cloud of the butterflies and 
quickly fly back to their own 
tree or trees. Then another of 
these divisional flocks would do 
the same thing and this con- 

| tinued for as long as we watch- 
j  ed, half an hour or so.

“It seemed as if these groups 
j  of bluebirds took turns in going 
j  after the butterflies, for no two 
groups would be in the air at

the sam e time. The birds paid i 
no attention to us as we watch
ed practically  u n d e r n e a t h
them .

Not One Since
“ I am  interested in your 

report that there has been a 
g reat decline in the numbers of 
eastern  bluebirds in the prov
ince, for, since that very great

thrill of seeing the m igrating 
flock in the fall of 1945, I have 
not seen a single one."

This was indeed a unique ex
perience and we wonder if any 
other of our readers from coun
try points have encountered 
numbers of bluebirds either 
during spring or fall migration 
in recent years; locally they 
are now all too rare.

JACOBY ON BRIDGE
This week’s series will cover 

common m istakes in bidd i n g 
and play and I will start with 
a humdinger.

South's first mistake was his 
four spade bid. With a solid 
five card  suit he really should 
have let his partner play three 
no-trump, although four spades 
should have been just as suc
cessful a contract.

His second mistake was to 
rush ahead with his play with
out planning how to gather in 
his 10 tricks and his third and 
most serious mistake was to 
pull trum ps too soon.

He won the opening heart in 
dum m y, drew four rounds of 
trum ps while discarding a 
heart and a club from dummy, 
led the deuce of diamonds and 
stuck in dum m y’s ten. E a s t  
won with the king and played 
a second heart to put ¡south in 
dum m y again.

A low diamond from dummy 
lost to the ace whereu p o n  
South sm iled happily and said 
“ O vertrick coming up, p a r t 
ner.”

He was just as wrong as his 
analysis as in his play. East led 
a th ird  hea rt and South had to 
use his last trum p to ruff. Now 
he cashed dumm y’s queen of 
diam onds and suddenly f o u n d

MNORTH (D)
A 108 
T A K 8 5
♦  Q10 5
*  A 10 9 8 

WEST RA8Í
4  7 6 5 4 4 3 2
* 8 4  *  Q J 1 0 9 T
♦ J  7 8 4  AK
4 Q 7 4  2 A K J 8 »

SOUTH 
4  A K Q J t
*  3 2
♦  9 8 6 4 3  
4 5

No on e  vulnerable 
North East South West
1 4  1 *  1 4  Pass
1N.T. P a s s  3 4  Pass
3 N .T . P a s s  4 4  P a s s
Pass Pass

Opening lead—V 8

that the only other trick he 
could make would be the ace 
of clubs. He had no way to get 
to the two good diamond* in 
his hand.

If South has bothered to plan 
his play at trick two he would 
have led a diamond from dum 
my without caring about who 
had the high ones. He would 
have continued diamonds each 
time he got in and there would 
have been no defense to beat 
him.

Jigers Real Handy Jigger
Marsh, Lake, Snow 
— It Can Still Go

The Jiger in action.

CROSSW ORD
A nsw ers to  S a tu rd a y ’s Pu/.sle

World Tour

ACROSS 38 Inclines 
1 South A m e tlo n  39 Masculino 

country nickname
8 tiif iiiimi li— itn 40 Boulder is one 

cape 41 IJ re
R Nevada eftJ  44 Routines

12 Bird 48 Mince
13 Color 49 Very warm
14 Oklahoma city 5 0  Ark builder
15 P art in a play 51  Roman road 
18 Mineral rock 5 2  Prayer
17 Sound quality 53  singing voice
18 Bank employees 54  Hardy heroine
20 Aacenda 55  French aea
21 Finish 66 Repose
22 Equality noW N
23 E ntertain  „  BOW,N
26 Old tim er 1 Portion
30 Church service 2 Bacchanalian
31 Brenner, for

instance 3 Small stream
32 Harem room 4 Futile
33 Individual 5 Musical aound
34 English county « Yours and mine
3 5  Pace 7  Scottish river

9 Seth’s son IBibJ
10 Baseball team
11 Poema
19 Compass point
20 Rodents
22 Nuisance
23 Love god
24 Neck hairs
25 Employs
26 Trucks
27 Roster
28 Arabian gulf
29 Short sleeps 
31 Favorites

34 Leg join t
35 Study group
37 Seniors
38 Fall behind
40 Restrain
41 Mine entrance
42 Chew
43 Chills
44 Wander
45 Breakwater
46 Dines
47 Discharged, as a 

gun
49 Cured meat

O h , oh ! I t s th e  baseball season  ag a in !
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By David Scott
TORONTO (CP)—A Canadian 

m ade car that goes anywhere 
on land or w ater will start 
rolling off the assembly line In 
several months and its inventor 
aays enough orders for the ve
hicle have already been placed 
to keep the plant working for 
m any months.

The light-weight, almost in
destructible Jiger (pronounced 
jigger) is a combination bath
tub, bulldozer and baby car
riage. It has a light, sturdy 
shell of fibreglass and its Six 
rubber a ir  bags, or wheels, are 
powered by two chain - saw 
engines.

The ca r is equally at home 
in dense bush, swamps, lakes, 
sand, snow, ice, rocks and on 
rolling gravel.

“ You just steer it around the 
m ajo r obstacles and go over the 
other ones,” says 43-year-old 
John Gower who has been work
ing on the idea for 11 years.

E asy To Operate
“ I wanted to build something 

that could be used under any 
conditions and yet something 
that would be mechanically 
sim ple and easy to operate.”

The J iger is simplicity itself. 
One control stick in the middle 
of the double seat operates the 
two gear ranges, the twin pro
pellers and the steering.

The mobile midget weighs 200 
pounds, fits into the back of a 
standard  - sized station wagon 
and has a 300-mile range from 

I the seven-gallon gas tank.
The six low - pressure tires 

help provide stability in water 
j  but th e re ’s a double safeguard. 
If the hull is punctured the tires 

i  have enough buoyancy to keep 
! the J ig e r afloat. If all the tires 
go fla t the hull alone would keep 

j  it above water.
The J iger won’t swamp be

cause it is short and bobs over 
j the waves like a cork, the I 
I inventor says, and it won’t tip I 
over because its c e n t r e  of 
gravity is at the bottom.

U.S. Interested
Mr. Gower says the Jiger will 

be of use to fishermen, hunters, , 
skiers, prospectors, telephone 
linemen, t r a p p e r s ,  farmers, 
m iners, civil defence workers, 
fire fighters and others working 
outdoors. When equipped with a 
fibreglass roof and side curtains

¡ Today f 
1 In History 1

April 16. 1962 . . .
Groningen, the D u t c h  

town of 120,000, was cap
tured by the Canadian 2nd 
Division 17 years ago today 
—in 1945. It marked the vir
tual collapse of German re
sistance in northeast Hol
land during the late days 
of the Second World War.

1862 — Napoleon III of 
F ran ce  d e c l a r e d  war 
against Juarez. Mexico

1887—The Welland Canal

I it would be able to operata in 
I the north in cold weather.

He added that the Canadian 
i and U.S. governments have 
been looking over the invention 
and that the U.S. defence de- 

I partm ent was placing an order 
he described as ‘‘staggering.”

Some Canadian government 
departments have a l r e a d y  
placed orders and other* auch 
as northern affairs and natural 
resources were said to be Inter
ested.

The Jiger travels across rough 
ground at speeds up to 30 mile* 
an hour and moves through 
water at 8 m.p.h. If one engine 
fails the other will give the 

j same performance though lea* 
speed.

The steering operates on the 
track principle with each engine 

| turning three wheels a side. By 
turning the T-bar of the control 
stick, one engine accelerate*

| while the other slows down,
| turning the Jiger to either side.

Can Drive Standing
I Thumb-operated brakes con
nected to each clutch increase 
the turning effect when quick 
manoeuvring is necessary. With 
the one control, the driver can 
stand while driving to look 
ahead over bushes nr other 
obstacles.

The Jiger can haul 500 pounds 
over any terrain, "and th a t’»

] plenty for two people and all 
the gear they can stow in it,” 
says Gower.

The machine was being built 
in Gower's mind about 11 year* 
ago when he was working as a 
timber cutter in northern Al- 

j berta. Every morning he had 
j to trudge about five miles to his 
work, and the sam e distance 
home every night.

After six years of paper work 
| in his s p a r e  time, Gower 
I thought he had the answer. He 
spent four years manufacturing 

| the first prototype, and more 
than a year perfecting the pres
ent model which has since been 

' exhibited at outdoors shows 
across Canada.

The federal government is 
underwriting the expenses of 
sponsoring the Jiger at the 

I World's Fair in Seattle this 
! year.

FOR TUMMY UPSET 
IN YOUR FAMILY...

Keep TUMS handy. 
(Everyone will lpve 
th e ir  mi ld,  mi nt y  
flavour!) When one of 
the family gets acid 
indigeition, give him 
TUMS to chew. Relief 
is fast, aftertaste: mi.

A lOO-iablft botiIt o f 
T V  MS eostf onJr 794

12-tablet rotl, Jf>4 
Economy 3-roll pock, 29+

FOR THE 
TUMMY

t
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