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The Pioneer Question Mart is dedicated to solving 
readers’ problems or finding answers to sticky questions. 
The Pioneer will attempt to act as a go-between to cut 
through red tape, to get a reply, and we can, on request, 
plead a case to the proper authorities.

Why not more 
traffic lights in Bemidji?

Question: Why aren’t there more stop and go lights in 
Bemidji? Judging from the number of accidents every day 
in the year, more regulations are badly needed.

H.O. Bemidji.
Answer: All trunk highways going through Bemidji are 

under the jurisdiction of the State Highway Department and 
stop-lights on these highways are governed by the Manual 
on Uniform Traffic Control Devices. Under the criterion 
governing the placement of these lights, ie, traffic flow, no 
place along Hwys 2 and 71 qualify for a light at this time.

—Neil Bryant
District Traffic Engineer
At no place in the city of Bemidji, off the trunk highways, 

does traffic flow warrant a traffic light. In the past this 
problem has not been brought before the city council with 
any regularity.

—James Walker
City Engineer of Bemidji

What is the difference between 
AM and FM broad

Question: What is the difference between AM and FM 
radio? R.B., Bemidji.

Answer: In AM (Amplitude Modulation) the amplitude 
of the transmitted signal is varied at an audio rate to convey 
intelligence upon the signal. AM signals can follow the 
curvature of the earth. With the less commonly used FM 
(Frequency Modulation) signal, the frequency of the 
transmitted signal is varied at an audio rate to convey in
telligence upon the transmitted signal. FM signals travel in 
straight lines and therefore are not completely suited to 
mountain operations. FM signals have a higher frequency 
and wider band width which makes higher fidelity and FM 
stereo possible.

for
Is there a reason 

station call letters?

DISCUSS LEGISLATION — Seventh 
D istrict Congressm an Bob Bergland  
(right) stopped in Bemidji this morning to 
chat with constituents and the news media 
during the congressional recess  in 
Washington. The congressman met for 
coffee with State Sen. Gene Mammenga.

Reservation business failure-

who has just returned from a long
legislative session in St. Paul. Bergland, 
who has been back in Minnesota since last 
Saturday, has been touring portions of his 
district and spent yesterday visiting the 
Chippewa National Forest. (Pioneer Photo 
bv Bob Sollom)

Funds misuse alleged

By GERRY NELSON 
Associated Press W riter

ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — An 
exchange of statem ents this 
week by the Conservative and 
DFL leaders of the House 
points up the dilemma of Min
nesota law m akers and tax
payers.

The dilemma is taxes, of 
course, but more specifically— 
are people willing to pay the 
price for reducing property 
taxes?

I t’s the same argum ent that 
has raged since last January , 
when Gov. Wendell Anderson 
comm itted his adm inistration 
to a massive shift away from 
property taxes.

In order to accomplish that 
shift, Anderson asked Min
nesotans to dig up $762 million 
in new taxes of other kinds— 
mostly income and excise 
taxes.

House Conservatives, headed 
by Majority Leader Ernest 
Lindstrom, have argued that 
merely juggling the tax load is 
not genuine tax relief.

Conservatives argue that the 
governor would take away a 
dollar in income taxes in order 
to give a dollar back in reduced 
property taxes.

The only real tax relief, says 
Lindstrom, must come through 
reduced spending.

Lindstrom has a well-polished 
phrase, trotted out again this 
week. He puts it this way:

“ I still say the best tax  relief 
you will ever get is the tax dol
lar th a t’s not taken away form 
you in the first place.”

House DFL Leader Martin 
Sabo fired right back, charging 
that the basic issue is still the 
same as it was in the gover
nor’s budget—wehther thre will 
be tax reform.

Sabo puts it this w ay:
‘‘The real issue is whether we 

have the foresight and courage 
to reform an unjust tax system.

“The issue is whether we are 
willing to raise enough money 
at the state level to lower local 
property taxes, which are reg r
essive and unfair.”

In other words, it is a tax 
philosophy that is being fought 
out on Capitol Hill—not merely 
the amount of the tax package.

The question lawmakers must 
decide before they can wrap up 
the unending 1971 session is 
whether Minnesotans are  still 
demanding the elusive “ tax re 
lief” that was promised by so 
many candidates last fall.

One prominent Conservative 
senator thinks times have 
changed a bit from the time of 
champaign promises.

“ I think the bloom has gone 
off the tax relief rose,” he 
says. “ I think most poeple 
would be satisfied if they could 
just hold their own.”

The governor and DFLers in 
the legislature obviously see it 
differently.

Anderson has said his goal 
for any new tax plan remains 
the sam e—“ perm anent and 
substantial real estate tax re 
lief.”

Sabo says DFLers in the 
House a re  “ com m itted” to that 
sam e goal.

To the DFL, it m akes good 
sense to increase nonproperty 
taxes in order to take the load 
off property. Those most able 
to pay taxes wind up doing so, 
say the DFLers.

Their hope is that a wealthy 
man with a big home will get 
some property tax relief but 
also will help pay for property 
tax relief for others less fortu
nate.

The poor man, with a small 
home, will get more property 
tax relief than he pays in new 
taxes, it is said.

Conservatives don’t exactly 
argue against that principle but 
worry that Minnesota’s system 
of high taxes simply cannot 
stand another jolt like the $762 
million proposed by the gover
nor.

When business is discouraged 
from expanding, there are few
er jobs and thus fewer people 
making enough money to pay 
any kind of taxes, say Con
servatives.

The best part of the whole 
dispute may be that it can’t go 
on much longer.

Lawmakers will have to 
settle their feud well before the 
end of the year, because that’s 
when the tax forms for next 
year must be prepared.

As the governor put it in his 
budget message:

“ Minnesota has a single tax 
system —and the taxes all come 
ultimately from one source— 
your pocketbook.’’

It s the path to that pocket- 
book that has divided the legis
lature and the governor for 
more than seven months.

‘Almost normal9 returns-

Question: Is there a reason for certain call letters for 
radio and television stations? G.J. Bemidji.

Answer: Stations west of the Mississippi River are 
generally assigned call letters beginning with the letter K 
and stations to the east of it, the letter W. Some stations do 
not follow this plan because they received their letters 
before a uniform system was established. A Geneva Con
vention has assigned blocks of letters to certain countries, 
the most commonly used blocks of letters in this country 
begin with the letters W and K.

—Radio station KBUN

How come no butterfat content on 
milk carton labels?

Question: What has happened to the information on the 
containers of milk, cream, etc. telling their butterfat 
content? Isn’t it necessary any more or isn’t there any 
butterfat in the products? N.N., Bemidji.

Answer: There are minimum state requirements for 
butterfat content in all dairy products. The requirement for 
homogenized milk has been set at 3.25 per cent butterfat 
and the percentage for all other dairy products is likewise 
determined by the state and inspected regularly to insure 
compliance with the minimums. In years past, local 
governments had their own requirements but these have 
been consolidated into uniform state regulations.

—Wallace Jordet
Manager, Land O Lakes Creamery, Bemidji.
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MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. (AP) 
— A Minnesota corporation, es
tablished a year ago to produce 
all-terrain vehicles and provide 
jobs at the White Earth Indian 
Reservation, is under investiga
tion by the FBI for alleged em 
bezzlement of tribal funds

The company, Mobilera, Inc., 
also is being investigated by 
the Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS) for alleged delinquency 
in paying payroll taxes.

Mobilera closed its m anufac
turing plant near Waubun on 
the northwestern Minnesota re 
servation April 30.

The company had a net loss 
of $109,889 for the IO months 
ended April 30. Sales for the pe
riod were $21,327.

Some 31 per cent of the 
firm ’s total expenditures, $56,- 
667, was in the form of salaries 
to three non-Indian business
men who control 60 per cent of 
Mobilera’s outstanding stock. 
The com pany’s other 12 em 
ployes, mostly Indians, re 
ceived a total of $20,297 in pay 
for the IO months.

The firm was largely fi
nanced by an $82,000 loan from 
the U.S. Small Business Admin 
istration and $50,(KH) from tribal 
judgment funds.

Robert Renner, U.S. attorney 
for Minnesota, said Thursday 
he asked for the FBI investiga
tion following requests for a 
federal probe from the White 
Earth  Reservation Business 
Committee.

The committee, official gov-

Open house 
Saturday at 
Itasca Park

MONTGOMERY, Ala (AP) — Gov. George C. Wallace, 
following up a challenge to President Nixon on school 
busing, is expected to order the reopening of one or more 
all-black schools closed by federal courts. He said in the 
past he would do so on a freedom-of-choice basis.

WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S. Civil Rights Com
mission says school-desegregation efforts may be seriously 
undermined by President Nixon's policy that busing should 
be used only as a last resort.

SPACE CENTER, Houston (AP) — The space agency 
ends a months-long controversy today and names Dr. 
Harrison H. Schmitt as the first scientist-astronaut selected 
for an American space crew.

Jordon charged today that the border clash that led 
Syria to break relations was caused by Syria’s failure to 
keep a tight rein on the Palestinian guerrillas.

SAIGON (AP) — The North Vietnamese shelled two 
more South Vietnamese bases just below the demilitarized 
zone today in the second successive day of intensified action 
along the northern frontier.

The eighth annual natural 
resource “ open house” will be 
held at the Minnesota Division 
of Lands and Forestry Station 
at Itasca P ark  from 10 a.m . to 4 
p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 14, 
according to an announcement 
by Area Forest Supervisor R.R. 
Elliott, Bemidji.

F o re s try  and rec re a tio n a l 
exh ib its  and d isp lays will 
emphasize the natural resource 
program in the area in relation 
to overall environmental trends 
of the tim es.

All types of forestry and park 
service equipment will be on the 
g rounds for inspection and 
demonstration.

Tree identification samples, 
w ildlife h a b ita t specim ens, 
an im al and  bird  species 
together with historical items 
will be on display throughout 
the day. Foresters and Park 
personnel will be on hand in an 
informational capacity at all 
times.

R efre sh m en ts  will be 
provided throughout the day.

erning body of the reservation, 
had used judgment funds to 
purchase 40 per cent of Mobi
lera s stock. The funds were 
federal awards from tribal land 
claim s against the United 
States.

The IRS has begun its own 
investigation following an audit 
of Mobilera s records that in
dicates the firm was behind 
$12,507 in payment of payroll 
taxes as of April 30.

Regionlism 
challenged

The regionalism controversy 
has once again reared  its head 
in the Bemidji a rea  with the 
serving of summons of intent to 
file a class action against 
Minnesota Gov. Wendell An
derson, three state officials and 
a local B e ltram i County 
government official.

The summons, which are now 
in the process of being served, 
will be followed by a test of the 
constitutionality of the Regional 
Development Act of 1969, ac
cording to the attorney for the 
p la in tiffs , W hitney T aru tis . 
Attempting to bring the class 
action are  the Beltrami County 
Township Officers Association, 
a “ C om m ittee for the 
Preservation of Local Govern
m en t’’ and th re e  local in
dividuals.

According to Tarutis, the 
action will take place in district 
court as soon as all the named 
defendants have responded to 
the summons. The district court 
will rule as to whether the ac
tion can be considdred a class 
suit. The plaintiffs in the case 
are apparently trying to let the 
co u rts  decide w h e th er the 
original act is constitutional and 
also whether the governor’s 
action taken under the act has 
been constitutional.

The p lain tiffs  a re  also 
claiming the act was not legally 
enacted by the state legislature 
and that certain sections of the 
act violate sections of the 
Minnesota and United States 
constitutions.

The court action will not 
affect the operation of the newly 
created regional Development 
C om m ission for Region II, 
accord ing  to T a ru tis . That 
com m ission held its first 
o rgan iza tional m eeting  only 
last month, with its second 
meeting set for next Wednesday 
night. One of the individuals 
bringing the suit, Lyle Ellis of 
rural Blackduck, is the town
ship officers representative to 
the commission from Beltrami 
County.

According to Tarutis, the 
defendants in the m atter will 
have 20 days to reply to the 
summons.

Mobilera was incorporated in 
January  1970. The in
corporators, all non-Indians, 
were George Bucheit of North
field, Minn., Jerom e Kearney 
Sr. of Detroit Lakes, Minn., and 
Robert Doder of St. Paul.

The firm began construction 
of the manufacturing plant in 
July 1970 and began turning out 
Traiblazers, six-wheel vehicles 
for recreational and utility use, 
last November.

Two members of the Chip
pewa tribe, Jerry  Buckanaga 
and Lowell Bellanger, were 
elected directors of Mobilera 
and appointed nonsalaried offi
cers* of the company.

In a letter requesting the fed 
eral investigation, Buckanaga 
said he had “every reason to 
believe that there is gross mis
m anagem ent of funds.”

Buckanaga, Bellanger and 
Doder joined together in April 
to dism iss Bucheit and Kearney 
as officers and suspend oper
ations of the plant.

Buckanaga said he didn’t 
know how many vehicles were 
produced and sold by Mobilera, 
but said many of the vehicles 
that were sold had various me
chanical defects.

Concert 
finale 
tonight

The finale concert of the 24th 
annual Bemidji State College 
sum m er music clinic will be 
held in Memorial Hall gym
nasium  at 8 p.m. tonight.

F e a tu r in g  the p rem iere  
p e rfo rm an ce  of D r. A lfred 
Reed’s “ Northern Legend” , the 
concert will have over 750 
m u sic ian s  p erfo rm ing  in 
various groups and numbers.

“ N orthern  L egend” was 
writted by Reed especially for 
the sum m er music clinic and 
dedicated to the clinic and clinic 
d irector Dr. TedThorson. Three 
publishers have already ex
pressed interest in printing the 
work, which would join over 200 
c o m p o s i t i o n s  a n d  
arrangem ents by Reed on the 
m arket.

Gleen Cliffe Bainum returns 
to the d irector’s podium for the 
19th year to conduct three 
m assed band num bers he has 
a rra n g e d  for the concert. 
Bainum, a t 83 years of age, is 
the dean of American band 
directors and has been with the 
BSC clinic since 1952.

The public is invited to attend 
the co n cert, w ith tickets 
available at the door for $1 adult 
admission and 50 cents for 
students.

Irish riots subside
BELFAST, Northern Ireland 

(AP) — The tide of violence in 
Northern Ireland ebbed today 
after four days of rioting, 
shooting and firebombing that 
has left 25 dead and hundreds 
injured.

Despite the lull, which ap
peared to be a recess of ex
haustion by British troops and 
the Irish Republican Army, 
more hundreds of Roman Cath
olics fled south to the Irish Re
public.

Slowly as the day brought no 
fresh outbursts of violence, the 
412,000 residents of Belfast be
gan filling the stores and the 
offices, to work and to shop in 
almost normal fashion.

Wholesale trucks once more 
ventured on their rounds. Slow
ly they conquered the food 
shortages of the week. Belfast, 
except in the burned out

trouble areas, began to look a l
most normal.

In Belfast, Londonderry and 
Nwry, all centers of religious 
and IRA fury since last week
end, the snipers and the bomb
ers went underground.

One blast m arred  the peace— 
an explosion that damaged a 
Northern Ireland government 
building near Castlederg.

Police, freed of fires and sni
pers, moved to stem  the flow of 
refugees, the thousands of Ro
man Catholics and Protestants 
who fled their homes this week 
in fear. Police said they would 
deal harshly with any cases 
where m ilitants intimidate resi
dents.

Still the Catholics fled to the 
Irish Republic and the Protes
tants to friends in the quietest 
parts of Belfast, to Liverpool

HOUSES BURN IN BELFAST — Protestant houses burn in 
Crabrook Crescent in the Ardoyne area of Belfast, Northern 
Ireland, One man is seen piling household belongings into 
his car outside his Crumlin Road home. Firemen made two 
attempts to get the fire out hut each time were thrown 
back by hostile crowds. (AP Wirephoto)

across the Irish Sea and to oth
er English cities.

Brig. Marston Tickell, arm y 
chief of staff in Northern Ire
land, hailed the fragile arm i
stice as an outright defeat of 
gunmen of the outlawed IRA at 
least, in part the result of the 
provincial internment-without- 
trial campaign.

It was this government inter
nment order that touched off 
the latest round of fighting led 
by the IRA. It wants to unite 
Northern Ireland with the Irish 
Republic.

British troops, targets of both 
Catholic and Protestant snipers 
during the wave of violence, 
killed another civilian Thursday 
night during an ambush of a 
m ilitary patrol in Londonder
ry ’s Catholic Bogside district. 
An arm y spokesman said a pis
tol was found at the dead 
m an’s side.

Troops and roaming gunmen 
in Belfast exchanged shots but 
no casualties were reported. 
Four explosions occurred in the 
town of Newry, near the Irish 
border, and a frontier road
block at Aughnacloy, County 
Tyrone, was peppered by a doz
en shots from the Irish side of 
the border.

In Dublin, capital of the Irish 
Republic, Prim e Minister Jack  
Lynch called for replacement 
of Northern Ireland’s all-Pro
testant government by an ad
ministration giving equal voice 
to the province’s Catholic mi
nority and Protestant majority.

Lynch, regarded as a moder
ate in the Catholic South, also 
denounced the terrorists of the 
outlawed Irish Republican 
Army but blamed “ the mis
government to which the North 
has been subjected for so long” 
for the bloodshed.

Mass arrests and internment 
by the Belfast government of 
more than 300 suspected re 
publican terrorists early Mon
day touched off the rioting and 
shooting.

Prim e Minister Brian Faulk
ner of Northern Ireland issued 
a postmidnight statem ent say
ing he found nothing in Lynch’s 
rem arks “at all helpful in a sit
uation where the prime need is 
to protect dem ocratic methods 
against the rule of the gun.” 

Sources in London said they 
believed the British govern
ment would reject Lynch’s pro
posals. Prim e Minister Edward 
Heath was reported determined 
to see the 12,500 troops in 
Northern Ireland restore order 
before he considers any politi
cal action.

More than 6,000 Catholics are 
estim ated to have fled to south
ern Ireland and the Dublin gov
ernm ent expects the number to 
reach at least 10,000 by Satur
day.

Charges reverberate-

Tax fight persists
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